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Machen's classic defense of orthodox Christianity established the importance of scriptural
doctrine and contrasts the teachings of liberalism and orthodoxy on God and man, the Bible,
Christ, salvation, and the church. Though originally published nearly seventy years ago, the
book maintains its relevance today. It was named one of the top 100 books of the millennium by
World magazine and one of the top 100 books of the century by Christianity Today.





Vito Carlin, “Relevant for Today's Churchmen. Not much has changed since the 1920s,
liberalism is still hostile and attacking the tenants of the Christian faith. Machen identifies
protestant liberalism as a subtle but dangerous movement that is not merely an alternative
version of Christianity but is a completely different religion altogether. Machen shines the light of
truth on the subtleties of liberalisms language, definitions, and ideology. Protestant liberalism
rejects the Christian message in place of reason and emotionalism, It rejects the view of God
and man (the gospel) in place of a man centered and social gospel. It rejects the authority of the
Bible in favor of man's autonomy. It sees Jesus as a good example to follow but not as the object
of faith. Machen's apologetic for Christianity is victory, he says, "there can be no peace without
victory." His dogmatic inference is Christianity is not simply a doctrine but a life - a life founded
on a historical event, grounded on a message based upon objective fact. Machen advocates the
"objective and universal truth" of the gospel message, insisting not on "religious ethics," in other
words "behavior modification" as the answer but rather "the redeeming work of Christ and its
effects upon us."This is a MUST READ for every Christian but especially for the seminary
student, pastor, and church leadership.”

PughKidz, “Contrast the truth with the false. This book was a wonderful read! I quickly read this
book over 4 days. I found this book so interesting because I have witnessed in the Southern
Baptist Convention the battle over the influence of liberalism among its churches and
seminaries. Liberal and self-described "moderates" are gaining a hearing among otherwise
conservative churches by using the same doubletalk and redefinition of terms.As with all false
doctrine, Christians must be so familiar with the Truth, that the counterfeit is seen for what it is.
Likewise, Machen says, "...by showing what Christianity is not we hope to be able to show what
Christianity is, in order that men may be led to turn from the weak and beggarly elements and
have recourse again to the grace of God." (pg 16)A. Regarding DOCTRINE...LIBERALISM
believes: Certain doctrines, such as miracles, the Atonement, and heaven and hell are
unimportant. Much more important are the ethical implications of Jesus as an example of right
living. (pg 37)CHRISTIANITY believes: We cannot "attend to the Person of Jesus of Jesus and
neglect the message." Pg 43). The message is that "which makes Him ours." (pg 42)B.
Regarding GOD AND MAN...LIBERALISM believes: There is really no such thing as sin.
Instead, there is a "supreme confidence in human goodness." (pg 64)CHRISTIANITY believes:
There must be an consciousness of Sin for true salvation. "Without the consciousness of sin,
the whole of the gospel will seem to be an idle tale." (pg 66).C. Regarding THE
BIBLE...LIBERALISM believes:1.) Salvation is based on an idea, not in an event [such as the
resurrection] (pg 70-71)2.) Present experience is valued over scripture. (pg 71) You should not
accept the words of portrayal of Jesus at face value. (pg 77) The authority of the bible is
superseded by a self-invented "authority of Christ". A liberal says he "depends on Jesus



alone" (pg 76).CHRISTIANITY believes:1.) salvation is dependent on "the narration of an
event." (pg 70)2.) Scripture is inspired of God and all accounts are true (pg 73)D. Regarding
CHRIST...LIBERALISM believes:1.) Jesus is "an example for faith, not the object of faith" (pg
85) He is the mere "founder of Christianity" (pg 85) Machen says, "the modern liberal tries to
have faith in God like the faith which he supposes Jesus had in God; but he does not have faith
in Jesus." (pg 85)2.) Jesus Himself is to be revered as the "fairest flower of humanity" (pg 96)
He is only god in the sense that he is the "highest thing we know." (pg 111) He differs from the
"rest of men only in degree and not in kind."(pg 112).3.) The resurrection of Christ, the virgin
birth and other miracles are doubted (pg 104, 108). They try to separate the "historical" Jesus
from the supernatural Jesus portrayed in the Gospels. (pg 107) Resurrection is redefined as "a
permanence of the influence of Jesus or a mere spiritual existence of Jesus beyond the
grave." (Pg 108)CHRISTIANITY believes:1.) Jesus was no mere example for the life of faith. He
claimed to be the object of faith (pg 86). He is the Savior.2.) Jesus is to be worshiped as the
supernatural God (pg 96-97) Scripture fully attests to this fact (pg 113-114)3.) We should
accept the Jesus as He is portrayed in the Scriptures. He was born of a virgin and was
absolutely sinless. In His resurrection, he rose bodily proving the full acceptance of His
sacrificial death.F. Regarding SALVATION...LIBERALISM believes:1.) Salvation is within a man
(pg 117)2.) We should rehabilitate a man, such as a prisoner, by finding "good that is already in
them and build upon that." (pg 137)3.) Undogmatic faith should be valued and it makes no
difference what is believed (pg 141)4.) Salvation is obtained "by our own obedience to the
commands of Christ" (pg 143) On this point, Machen says this is nothing other than "a
sublimated form of legalism" (pg 143) Lliberalism, which means freedom, is in reality nothing
other than "wretched slavery.'" (pg 144). "Here is found the fundamental difference between
liberalism and Christianity," says Machen, "liberalism is altogether in the imperative mood, while
Christianity begins with a triumphant indicative; liberalism appeals to man's will, while Chrstianity
announces, first a gracious act of God." (pg 47)5.) Religion is "thought to be necessary for a
healthy community" (pg 151) (ie. pragmatism)6.) In practice, "God exists for the sake of
man" (pg 154).7.) "...applied Christianity is all there is of Christianity." (pg 155)CHRISTIANITY
believes:1.) You find salvation "in an act of God." (pg 117) "He is our Savior not because He
inspired us to live the same kind of life that He lived, but because He took upon Himself the
dreadful guilt of our sins and bore it instead of us on the cross." (ie vicarious atonement) (pg
117)2.) Man is in need of a "new birth" or regeneration...or a "foreign good" that a man naturally
does not posses (pg 138) (only that Christ possessed)3.) Faith is only as good as the object.
Faith is receiving the gift of salvation in the cross of Christ.4.) Salvation is obtained by
Justification by faith in the Gospel (Galatians) (pg 144).5.) "Christianity refuses to be regarded
as a mere means to an end. "if any man come to me, and hate not his father and mother...he
cannot be my disciple" (Luke 14:26).6.) "Man exists for the sake of God (pg 154).7.) "...Applied
Christianity is the result of an initial act of God [in Justifying the sinner]" (pg 155)G. Regarding
THE CHURCH...LIBERALISM believes: "...all men everywhere, no matter what their race or



creed are brothers." (pg 157)CHRISTIANITY believes: yes, there is a brotherhood of man but
ONLY in the sense that all men are created by a Creator. Scripture declares that there is a true
"brotherhood of the redeemed" (pg 158). Those who have been redeemed from sin.
Transformation of the masses occurs as individuals are transformed through the substitutionary
atonement of Jesus Christ.”

Brett W. Avants, “Second Most Important Book You Will Ever Read. I would heartily recommend
everyone read Christianity and Liberalism, written in 1923, but as applicable today as it was
then. Machen was a faithful defender of the faith, who stood his ground in defense of the Word
of God and the gospel at a time when unbelievers and church people alike, including pastors
and professors, were trying to make the Bible sensible to modern thought. Such things as the
atonement of Christ through his sacrifice, the virgin birth, and the miracles of Christ, and the
inerrant inspiration of the Bible all stood (and still stand) in opposition to modern thinking based
on naturalism and only what the senses can perceive. These doctrines, and others, are just too
old, and we need to make the Bible and its message more palatable to modern thinking. Sound
familiar? This was a huge problem in the early 20th century and Machen stood firm for the truth
of the gospel against such assaults. Unfortunately, as today, the onslaught is strong, and the
once conservative Presbyterian Church and the stalwart Princeton Seminary both succumbed to
the liberal and modern notions of a Jesus that is mere example and a religion that is not
Christian at all.Machen’s Christianity and Liberalism should be read by all concerned Christians
today because the same problems that Machen faced in 1923 are still with us today. The term
“liberalism” should not be taken in a present day political sense, but rather in a theological
sense. Machen’s book was essentially a response to a sermon by Harry Emerson Fosdick,
entitled “Shall the Fundamentalists Win?” in which he labeled fundamentalism divisive and
intolerant. Fosdick viewed them as backwards thinkers, quite out of step with modern thinking,
so he proposed a more tolerant and more modern approach to the Bible. He argued centered
on three topics primarily, Christ’s virgin birth, the inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture, and
Christ’s second coming. In his sermon, he argues that the church is big enough for both
conservative and liberal views. However, the liberal views are confusing at best, and heretical at
worst. For instance, he states that the virgin birth was not a historical event, and that it was
merely a way to show that Christ was unique. He states that the biblical writers “phrased it in
terms of a biological miracle that our modern minds cannot use.” He applies the same line of
arguments to the inerrancy of the Bible and the atonement. He ends his sermon with two points:
one, Fosdick calls for a spirit of tolerance and Christian liberty, and second, he rebukes the
church for quarreling over such petty matters when “the world is dying of great needs.” Over
doctrinal verity and precision, Fosdick preferred personal piety and devotion and
tolerance.Machen did not deny that Fosdick could hold these views, but he insisted that they
were not Christian, and should not be called such. Christianity was not first and foremost a life,
but a doctrine, and from that doctrine followed life. To Machen, these were not little matters to be



pushed to the background, but fundamental to the Christian faith. Machen did not disagree with
the need for piety and devotion, but if doctrine did not matter, then to what end and to whom
were we supposed to be devoted? If doctrine did not matter, and Christ’s death and sacrifice did
not remove sin, then what was He doing on the cross? Machen held that when Fosdick brushed
aside doctrine, he was destroying the very center of Christianity. Christianity that was not built
on doctrine was living on borrowed time, and would soon degenerate into mere moralism. In the
first chapter of his book, Machen stressed that there were two separate systems vying for the
church: “the great redemptive religion which has always been known as Christianity” on the one
hand, and on the other hand “a totally diverse type of religious belief, which is only the more
destructive of the Christian faith because it makes use of traditional Christian terminology.”
Essentially, Christianity is basically supernatural, from God, while liberalism elevates man and
lowers Christ, and is basically a natural religion. He makes his argument in the next six chapters
of the book examining six major doctrines of the church: doctrine, God and humanity, the Bible,
Christ, salvation, and the church.Christianity and Liberalism is a must-read classic, not simply
for historical purposes, but because it addresses issues that are prevalent today. Fosdick was
the grandfather of the seeker sensitive movement of Schuller and Warren. The view that
doctrine doesn’t matter and that all we need is Jesus pervades the modern evangelical church.
Many pastors, churches, and Christians use Christian terminology that is devoid of Biblical and
orthodox meaning. Seeker-sensitive liberalism appeals to man, whether modern or not,
because it addresses our fundamental sin, pride. Liberalism allows man to save himself using
the example of Christ, rather than depending on him for our very lives. The issue may even be
more pressing today, because at least in Machen’s time people still had some knowledge of
Biblical doctrines and of the Bible itself. Today, however, after nearly 100 years of fluffy
preaching and anti-intellectual and anti-doctrinal mamby-pamby, most people in our churches
don’t even know what to believe and why.Read this book and it will change your world. Preach
this and people will call you intolerant, narrow, and divisive. Great. Christianity is what it is.
Being steadfast and faithful to the Word of God and to the doctrines it contains is not popular,
but it is the difference between life and death. Jesus, Peter, and Paul were not tolerant or broad-
minded when it came to what Christianity was (and is) and why it was necessary to believe
certain things. Too many people today who call themselves Christians believe that they are
believers and love Jesus. The problem is that they don’t hold to what the Bible states, and they
believe in a Jesus that is not Biblical.  Machen makes this clear.”

Christopher Palmer, “Good read. A very help evangelical look at liberal theology worth a read in
the turmoil of the modern church. Worth the money”

Mary Christmas, “A classic must-read.. A classic. Machen makes a good case that liberal
“Christianity” is not Christianity at all.”



Mike, “Clear and Concise. The liberal church says "nothing to see here". I have read this book
twice now and it reads like it was written recently. What is the Gospel? J Gresham Machen
declares what the Gospel really is and how the liberal church distorts it. This distortion has not
changed in 100 years. The liberal may or may not be saved but the liberal evangelical church is
heretical not in its filing cabnet statement of faith but in what its preaching and teaching omits
and adds.  Surgeon lamented liberal teaching as well during his era.”

Brian Gorter, “High quality analysis. Very clear and revealing.A must read for our time.Written
one hundred years ago, but relevant in todays Christianity.”

Rod Lampard, “Insightful & timely. A book for both liberal and conservative. Although written in
1923, Machen still holds enough clout to speak to the Pastor and Christian alike. I'm let
wondering what Machen would make today of the rise of Pentecostalism.”

The book by Ivan Clutterbuck has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 566 people have provided feedback.
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